
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good news! – We have received some amazing photos of some of your children 

completing some of the home challenges. Thank you for sending them in.  We have 

included some maths challenges and activities in this newsletter. Mrs Riches has started 

contacting families to arrange telephone conversations to find out more about your 

child.   

The Build – The mobile unit is in place and we are excited to set it up for when children 

start school. There is a fantastic covered decked area to the back of the building with 

woodland for children to explore.  Some families have been asking about how to get 

to the mobile unit and how to order uniform. Details about starting school will be sent in 

the coming weeks and you can order uniform through our uniform supplier, details of 

which are on the school website. There is also other information within this section of our 

website, found in ‘Classes – EYFS – Starting School’.  

Staffing – We currently have an advert out for a Teaching Assistant to work alongside 

Mrs Riches in Early Years and a Breakfast and After School Club Manager. Details are on 

the main college website. Hopefully we will have some news to share with you soon. 

In a previous newsletter we shared the Library 

Reading Challenge. This is now going digital for 

this summer. For more information and to sign 

your child up, use this link 
https://readingagency.org.uk/news/media/the-summer-

reading-challenge-is-asking-the-nation-to-join-the-silly-

squad.html  

 

There has been much in the news recently about the benefit of being outdoors and 

outside play as well as reconnecting with nature.  

Why can Forest School help children’s development? 

 

When we think of teaching and learning, an image of a teacher 

standing over pupils in a classroom springs to mind. We know 

however that this is no longer the case, that over centuries, 

teaching methods and styles have evolved and are now a lot 

more interactive and learner based. Forest school sessions offer 

the chance to take learning out of the classroom and into the 

great outdoors. Children are given an opportunity to learn in a new way and within a 

new environment. Forest school introduces a whole new dimension to teaching and 

learning, with new experiences for both the children and teachers. We are delighted to 

be able to offer these sessions when your child starts school. Please see kit list that will 

be needed in the starting School welcome pack.  
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If any families have been having a clear out over recent weeks and have any ropes, 

tarpaulins, tents, planks of wood, tyres, tent pegs or other similar items please do let us 

know. 

 

What are forest school sessions? Forest school sessions allow children to take risks and 

attempt new challenges they would not face in a classroom. There are opportunities for 

children to try more risky activities such as tree climbing and building fires. This adds a 

sense of excitement and adventure for the children, who are free to explore and 

manipulate the environment around them using all of their senses. The weather has no 

impact upon forest schools, whether it be rain or shine, snow or winds, the children will 

be outside making the most of the experience. This is especially fun for children who 

tend to be sheltered in bad weather as they are given the chance to get mucky and 

wet! 

The environment in which forest school takes place will have been risk assessed and an 

appropriate number of adults will be around to supervise and to ensure safety is 

paramount. A higher adult: child ratio is essential in order to maintain the children’s 

safety, but will also help the adults to get to know children individually and to learn and 

understand their unique learning styles. 

Forest school promotes all aspects of children’s development and can even add new 

benefits that learning in a classroom doesn’t offer.  It also allows children to be physically 

active throughout the duration of their lesson, enjoying the fresh air and the new 

experiences the outdoors can offer. Over the course of forest school, children’s stamina 

will build and they will become physically fitter, thus providing a healthier lifestyle. 

What do forest school sessions offer children? Forest school offers an excellent 

opportunity for play and exploration. Practical tasks linked to the national curriculum 

and EYFS are designed to enhance children’s development and are what drives 

the forest school initiative. Many of the activities within forest schools are child-led, and 

the activities will follow the direction in which children choose to take them. They may 

decide to work independently, working on developing their own problem solving skills 

and creativity, or they may join up with other children and work within teams. This is 

excellent for children’s social development, as they will learn how to collaborate within 

a team, how to share their ideas and to listen to others. 

As previously mentioned, forest school activities are child-led, and adults are there to 

support and guide the children, but not to direct their learning. This gives the chance 

for children to really develop their imagination and creativity when carrying out tasks. 

There are no limitations to forest school and children are free to let their imaginations 

run wild as they attempt problem solving and exploration of their surroundings. 

In terms of emotional development, a child’s confidence will grow significantly through 

forest school, and this confidence can then be carried into other areas of their lives. 

Teachers may find that some children who struggle to work within a classroom excel 

within forest school, and they can take aspects of forest school back into the classroom 

to help support these children. 

 

 



 

Forest school can help to promote a healthier lifestyle for children. Technology is 

becoming more advanced and more available to children as time progresses, and 

many parents will know the difficulties of separating their children from their beloved 

computer games and televisions!  Children who enjoy their forest school experiences 

may ask their parents to take them on outdoor and woodland experiences in their free 

time.  

We are very lucky to have such great open spaces and woodland near our school. 

Wishing our families a lovely half term. 

Mrs Macdonald 

Maths Challenges 

Please send us any photos; we would love to see them.  

Look at different pegs. As you can see from the photo, the 

mathematical possibilities are many. The pegs can be 

sorted in a variety of ways: size, colour, spring tension, 

mass, shape and material. Comparisons can be made 

between the fading and discolouration of the wooden 

pegs.  There is a great deal of language that can be 

developed talking pegs! 

 

Go into a woodland and you will find that every 

stick you find is different. Every leaf has tiny 

variations. Every plant or rock is unique in its shape 

and form. Whilst there are similarities, the subtlety 

of the differences is where curiosity, problem-

solving and high-order thinking begins to grow. It is 

a naturally made learning environment. What 

differences can your child notice? 

 

                                                                                                                       

On your daily walk, collect some 

flowers and leaves, and start to 

develop the idea of patterns and 

shape.  

 

Look for numbers in the 

environment. Can you read the 

numbers? Can you write the 

numbers? 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Find things in your home environment to 

count, pair and sort. You could sort, match 

and count using toy cars, trains or Lego. 

 

 

 

 

Try this activity to support with counting and recognition of 

numbers to 10.                                                                             

 

 

 

Collect items from your garden or when you are out for a 

walk. You can sort them, count them and talk about the size, 

weight, more and less. 

 

 

You will need a plastic jug and some different sized 

cups/containers (maybe a bath-time activity?) Guess 

how many cups of water will fill the jug? Find out if you 

were right? Continue to explore using other containers 

to find out which one holds the most water and which 

one holds the least amount of water. 

  

 

Collect sticks and twigs from your garden or on a walk. Can you measure the sticks to find 

the longest and shortest? Can you put the sticks in order from the longest to the shortest or 

vice versa? Use the sticks to make different shapes. Talk about the different shapes and how 

many sticks you need to make a particular shape. Try using the sticks and twigs to create a 

pattern or picture. 


